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over to America for a big tour soon—and I hope that we'll 
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Columbo, Naples, Suez and Aden, “In Aden I saw all the 
fighting. Did you know that the terrorists grab Arab families 
and instruct the little children to throw grenades at British 
soldiers? If the children don’t do it, they threaten to kill 
their whole family. The terrorists don’t seem to do any of 
the fighting themselves. 

“When I was in Rome, I visited the Colliseum. I wrote a 
number about it on the last album, called “Every Christian 
Lionhearted Man Will Show You”—which would be suitable 
for one of these Roman Empire films. 

os liked visiting Rome because I am very interested in 
history—it was the only thing I was good at at school. I 
left school at 13, I don’t even know what division means. 
Tve had no education and I’m the first to admit it.” 


‘| DON’T LIKE MESSAGE SONGS’ 


Barry’s song ideas are all connected with personal 
experiences or observations. He says: “All our songs are 
based on stories, I don’t think any are based on nothing .. - 
on the other hand, I don’t like message songs.” 

Naturally, a number of his songs concern Jove—and several 
of them include references to his first love affair. “The first 
time I ever had a crush on somebody was in Brisbane when 
I was about 14 or 15. She was a beautiful girl called Carol. 
I was doing some TV shows at the time and she asked me 
for my autograph. Then I went out with her for about a 
year—but she shunned me. Her parents even wanted me 
to quit show business.” 

All experiences of any depth have a profound effect on 
Barry, who believes that good entertainers are mainly 
people who have suffered. 

“Pye had my fair share of suffering. When I was two 
years old I upset a pan of hot water all over me and got 
scalded. At one stage they believed I only had 10 minutes 
to live—and I spent two years in hospital because of it. 
Tve also been hit by a car twice and have been taken to 
hospital twice with broken thighs. 


ADDED INCENTIVE 


“I believe in the fact that suffering gives that added 
incentive to people to fight on. That is to me the answer 
why Negroes with their Soul Music are so good. They are 
unhappy people, shunned by white people. Tom Jones, who 
is one of the greatest voices in the world, must have had 
something bad happen to him at one time . . . and John 
Lennon saw his mother hit by a bus and killed. The great 
painters all had some terrible life—people like Van Gogh, 
and they’ve seen other lesser artistes on the way up while 
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No one seems to realise how many Negros there are in the 
world, The next step is for Negros to declare war on the 
white people. I believe in what they’re doing—striving for 
equal rights—but don’t believe in the killing. I don’t 
believe in any violence.” He quoted Mr. Bliss, who told him: 
“Man is the only animal who kills its own kind with intent.” 

Mr. Charles Bliss is an Australian who has made quite 


an impression on Barry. 

He is a genius. His wife died—and he'd dedicated his whole life to 
her. So he concentrates all his time on the world language that he has 
made. But no one will listen to him. So, although he's poor, he spends 
all his money on having books printed about this language—and gives 
them to people."’ bs 

The Bee Gees have been in formation for 11 years—and for most of 
that time (until last February) they were a trio, “We had eight years 
of suffering because no one believed in our talent. People laughed at 
us, jeered at us and told us to stop wasting our time .. . because we 
were so young. We never had the basic management or promotion 
during this period, although our father was a great help to us. He 
pushed us for the last eight years—and they all laughed at him, too. 
It's terrible when you believe in yourself and your close friends believe 
in your talent, but everybody else laughs at you.” 

‘Those eight years of hardship helped mould The Bee Gees “Because 
it gave us something to fight for—you've got to have a cause to fight 
for, You live for a reason and you've got to fight for it. ‘That is why, 
I think, multi-millionaires must be the most miserable people alive. A 
certain amount of money is fine, you can be happy—but too much money 
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